
PE Days 

YR Rainbowfish - Monday 
Y1 Seahorses - Tuesday 
Y2 Jellyfish - Thursday 
Y3 Narwhals - Monday 
Y4 Swordfish - Wednesday 
Y5 Manta rays - Thursday 
Y6 Dolphins  - Friday 

• Cornish Cottage Christmas Card Comp 

• Christmas card order forms 

• Harvest reminder 

• Break the rules sheet 

•  

•  

Thursday 24th October 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we approach the end of this first half-term, we want to take a moment to celebrate the wonderful progress 
made by our school community. This term has been all about growth, learning, and working together, and we 
are proud of what we have achieved so far.  

Feel Safe and Belong  

Our top priority is ensuring that every child feels safe and has a sense of belonging. We’re thrilled that the re-
cently refurbished classrooms have been so well-received by both students and staff. The new, modern layouts 
have created a welcoming, inclusive environment where children can feel comfortable, supported, and ready to 
thrive in their learning.  

We Learn  

This term has seen remarkable learning progress across all year groups! Children have embraced their new 
classroom routines and produced work to be proud of. We’ve introduced new Reading and Math fluency inter-
ventions based on precision teaching with flashcards, and the results have been good, with many children 
showing significant progress.  

We are also proud to see more students stepping into leadership roles—whether it’s as Librarians, School 
Councillors, House Captains, or Levy Listeners who support younger students at lunchtimes. These opportuni-
ties are helping foster responsibility and give our pupils a voice in shaping their school experience. Our School 
Councillors have been busy surveying their peers about playground improvements for KS2, and next half term 
they will present their recommendations to the Trust.  

We Can  

We continue to nurture a culture of “We Can,” encouraging students to take ownership of their learning. In our 
recent INSET training, we focused on building ‘Self-efficacy’—the belief that one can influence the outcomes in 
their own life. Many children still view school as something that happens to them rather than something they 
can actively shape. Some even feel limited by their past experiences. We are committed to challenging this 
mindset because we know that when children believe their actions can make a difference, they are far more 
likely to succeed.  

Thank you to the parents who joined with us to celebrate harvest at St Bartholomew’s Church last week. The 
children put on a great show of singing, poetry recital and reading blessings.  Thank you also for your dona-
tions of food, which we delivered to the Helston and Lizard Food Bank with the help of a group of children to 
learn how the food is distributed.   

Finally, I hope many of you have signed up for the parent / teacher meetings taking place the first week of next 
half term.  I will be present each afternoon so please feel free to ask me any questions that you may have.  

Wishing you all an enjoyable half term.  

Dan Clayden  

Headteacher   



Reception 

Year 4 

Part of our ‘All about us’ topic is learning about our local area. We 
have been learning about the different features we have in the 
village such as the clock tower, the harbour, Penrose woods and the 
beach. The children were great on our walk around the village last 
week and enjoyed watching the surfers on the reef. We noticed the 
blocks were down because of the swell and even spotted some 
boats that were familiar to some of the children. The children were 
eager to visit the ice cream shops in the village but sadly I had 
forgotten to take my purse this time! Back in the classroom, during 
our busy learning times, the children have really enjoyed representing what they 
saw in the village in a variety of ways through drawing, building, role play and 
junk modelling. They have really emersed themselves in their learning. This week 
the children, along with the rest of the school, ventured down to the Church to 
celebrate the Harvest Festival. Mrs Wortley and I were really proud of how 
sensible and responsible the children were on this trip. They were a pleasure to 
take. Don’t forget Friday 25th October, you can come to our first family session at 
2pm to join in with our busy learning time.  

This week, Swordfish Class completed their amazing 
‘drawing with scissors’ projects, which involved crayoning 
backgrounds, covering them in black paint and washing-up 
liquid, followed by using scissors like pencils to slice through 
the black paint and create their images. The effect was bold, 
with the children’s rainbow colours underneath shining 
through the black paint and adding a real impact to their 
creations.  

 

We found the most successful results came from the crayon 
layer which had the most variety and consistency to its 
colouring – if there were any white gaps, the black paint 
didn’t really come up as well. I hope the children might have 
a crack at this over half-term and see if they can create 
some more amazing ‘drawing with scissors’ pieces, that we 
could display for the whole class to see. 



Year 1 

Year 5 

The children in Seahorses class have been thoroughly enjoying their 
non-fiction writing about Autumn. We've had wonderful discussions 
about the changes in plants and animals during this season, as well as 
how humans feel in Autumn. This week, the children have been busy 
planning, and on Thursday, they will write their independent pieces, 
showcasing all the knowledge they've gathered. 

In Maths, we have been exploring the part-part-whole method. The children 
have had the opportunity to engage with this concept practically before 
moving on to completing questions in their maths books. It's been great to see 
their confidence grow as they develop a deeper understanding of how 
numbers work. 

As we approach the end of our current art project, the children have enjoyed 
studying the works of Kandinsky and Bridget Riley. Their enthusiasm for art 
has been wonderful to witness, and many of the children have expressed 
how much they love their art lessons to both Mrs Bird and myself. It’s been a 
joy to see their creativity flourish! 

It's been a long term, and the class has worked incredibly hard over 
the past 8 weeks. They’ve written exciting narrative pieces inspired 
by the book The Explorer and are currently working on biographies of 
people who interest them. We’ve just finished reading The Boy at the 
Back of the Class, which provided a fascinating insight into the life of 
a refugee boy and sparked many thought-provoking discussions. Year 
5 maths has presented its challenges, but the children have stayed 
focused and made great progress. Please encourage everyone to 
keep practicing on Maths Whizz and TTR, as it reinforces the skills 
we're developing in class. 

Our afternoons have been filled with a wide range of engaging topics. 
We explored the landscape around the UK’s tallest mountains using a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) and built graphs to analyse 
the gestation periods of various animals. This hands-on learning has 
helped the class develop critical thinking and data interpretation skills 
across subjects. 



Class  Attendance this week  

Rainbowfish — YR 100 

Seahorses — Y1 94.51 

Jellyfish — Y2 94.64 

Narwhals — Y3 95.24 

Swordfish — Y4 95.24 

Manta Rays — Y5 99.47 

Dolphins — Y6 97.62 

WHOLE SCHOOL 96.47 

Well done to the 

Rainbowfish 

Class 

for the best 

attendance this 

week!  

Attendance 

Team Points 

Running totals 
Cookworthy: 19 

Penrose: 20 

Gibson: 14 

Methleigh: 16 

Our winners this week are the 

 PENROSE TEAM! 

Well done! 



Below is our weekly progression for each class! 

Jellyfish: 20% 

Narwhals: 52% 

Swordfish: 70% 

Manta Rays: 70% 

Dolphins: 83% 

Well done to Dolphins class for winning the Maths Whizz 
trophy this week! 

Friday 18th October 

Jellyfish Narwhals Swordfish Manta Rays Dolphins 

Class Weekly Word Count 
 18,835 8,627 147,009 1,464,901 

Highest Pupil Weekly Word Count 

 George Rupert Bertie Eli  

100% achievers – Who has achieved their target? 

 
Eliza, Arlo, 

Freddie 

Lowen, Evie, 
Lottie,  

Esmay, 
Gracie 

Sophia, Ivy, 
Ayva,  

Abigail, 
Bertie 

John, Ewan, 
Felix, Jericho, 

Amelie, Dacey, 
Eli, Josie 



Jellyfish Narwhals Swordfish Manta Rays Dolphins 
Class Weekly Word Count 

 68,225 206,130 1,358.349 1,691,420 
Highest Pupil Weekly Word Count 

 Ben Fern Sophia Eli  

100% achievers – Who has achieved their target? 

 
Eliza, Arlo, Fred-

die, Dougie,  

Lowen, Evie, 
Lottie,  

Esmay, Gracie, 
Fern, Rupert 

Sophia, Ivy, Ayva,  

Abigail, Bertie, 
Evelyn, Lowenna, 
Edie, Coral, Mer-
ryn, Kyla, Tommy 

John, Ewan, Felix, 
Jericho, Amelie, 
Dacey, Eli, Josie. 
Tobias, Sonny 

Below is our weekly progression for each class! 

Jellyfish: 25% 

Narwhals: 33% 

Swordfish: 85% 

Manta Rays: 89% 

Dolphins: 46% 

Well done to Manta Rays class for winning the Maths Whizz 
trophy this week! 

Thursday 24th October 



School Messages 
 

National Childs Measurement Program  Reception & Year 6 

The school nursing team will be in school soon to see Reception and Year 6 to take their measurements. 

Please find information below for each year group including how to opt out. 

Reception: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/2024-child-health-programme-reception-year/ 
 Year 6: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/2024-child-health-programme-year-6/  

Cross Country Race 2  

Tuesday 15th October Mullion School - Sign up form below 

https://forms.office.com/e/A4UpfVge1n 

 

Parent Meetings 

Parent and Teacher consultations for all children including children with star plans, will take place week beginning 
Monday 4th November. Please book your time slot on the links below for your child. 

Parent meetings will take place face to face in the school infant hall. 

 

Reception - Rainbowfish 

https://forms.gle/c1DzGqcr7MW5GLpKA 

Year 1 - Seahorses 

https://forms.gle/c5ao8cjeVVkyaK5g9 

Year 2 - Jellyfish 

https://forms.gle/1d7XGrWiCZ6BzBxs5 

Year 3 - Narwhals 

https://forms.gle/MoMJR9Z5BT4fb64w6 

Year 4 - Swordfish 

https://forms.gle/p2b5Lf5e7H3rANhz9 

Year 5 - Manta Rays 

https://forms.gle/1MASXvVu1acS2n8L7 

Year 6 - Dolphins 

https://forms.gle/22X8duLj3QB9XsA6A 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.healthycornwall.org.uk%2fmake-a-change%2f2024-child-health-programme-reception-year%2f&c=E,1,c6GFK8h3iY2CoA2UICAQDkYOGVAb-z7Iy7euAO4ce2Sj-LihqSTvQ22qD1yFD5SxbYEwBjfepDCgR1bBLxBkP9Eo81Grn_Yzzr7gmSYh9pXqR9
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.healthycornwall.org.uk%2fmake-a-change%2f2024-child-health-programme-year-6%2f&c=E,1,T4QU8ZZ5EeLLIh5RYJ7IWwiJ-lfKoaGkUomqd5DEuLH2obdpJdhE7geA0lsQlLgZ6d076Sw5l85QO0e1giI6aSwOizmZ1fBCN0bs9n3t46AG3E4OI67jeQ
https://forms.office.com/e/A4UpfVge1n
https://forms.gle/c1DzGqcr7MW5GLpKA
https://forms.gle/c5ao8cjeVVkyaK5g9
https://forms.gle/1d7XGrWiCZ6BzBxs5
https://forms.gle/MoMJR9Z5BT4fb64w6
https://forms.gle/p2b5Lf5e7H3rANhz9
https://forms.gle/1MASXvVu1acS2n8L7
https://forms.gle/22X8duLj3QB9XsA6A


Christmas School Messages 
Christmas Card Project 

Thank you to everyone that has ordered a Christmas cards, wrapping paper, mugs this 
year we have been given £163.50 commission to go towards out Christmas Panto. 

 

 

 

 

The Cornish Cottage Holidays 2024 Christmas Card competition 

We are delighted to launch our annual art competition, and we would love it if 
Porthleven school would like to take part! 

This year, in celebration of the RNLI’s 200th anniversary, we would like to invite local 
children to design us a Christmas card that not only celebrates the festive season, but 
also has a ‘safety at sea’ theme!  Read our handy entry guide attached to find out more. 

Also attached is the entry form. 

One lucky competition winner will win art supplies worth £50 and a bundle 
of Christmas cards in their design, plus their school or setting will receive £200 for its 
art department! 

If you would like a printed entry form, please collect from the school office. 

Porthleven school can submit entry forms, please drop to the school office by Monday 
21st October to be scanned in and sent to be judged. 

 

 

Panto Trip 

On Friday 13th December we will be heading to the Hall for 
Cornwall to see Jack and the Beanstalk as a whole school 
trip. More information on this trip to follow. 

 





Next Term’s Menu 

Please find the new full menu on the last page 



Date  Event 

Thursday 24th October  Spooky Disco (see information attached)   

Friday 25th October Last day of Autumn 1 term 

Monday 4th October First day of Autumn 2 term 

Monday 4th—8th November Parents evenings– more info to follow 

Wednesday 6th November Cross Country race 3—KS2 HCC north site 

Monday 6th January INSET DAY 

Monday 24th February INSET DAY 

Tuesday 25th—28th Feb Parents evenings– more info to follow 

Thursday 8th May INSET DAY 

Friday 6th June INSET DAY 

Monday 7th July INSET DAY 

18th - 20th June Year 3 Residential 

2nd - 4th June Year 4 Residential 

9th - 11th June Year 5 Residential 

14th July - 18th July Year 6 Residential 

  

  

Diary Dates 





Stay & Play sessions 1.30 - 3.00pm 

We would like to invite any pre-school children to come and 
spend some time with their adult in our learning environment. 
You will get to meet our EYFS team and explore our area. 

Each session will have a theme so you are welcome to come 
dressed to match. 
Thursday 24th October - Autumn 

Thursday 28th November - Celebrations 

No need to book just head to the school reception on the day 







Great News! 

Guitar, Bass and Ukulele lessons with local musician Emilio Ayto are 
now available at Porthleven school that will be provided by Cornwall 
Music Service Trust. 

In order to get your child's musical journey underway please sign up on 
our website: www.cmst.co.uk  
For more information please email the tutor at: eayto@cmst.co.uk 

Hear Music. Learn Music. Play Music. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cmst.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,5RKsy3L963oG0gtTCB4IpabEx8VV1-PyNcfVgHVxDAJYyQVRVbIlbzmvfF_hxxnyA9LQsLEuSS0GQu9MiBE6tnwiXFX2qdZlpQ_UVvMRS-XLYrEfNlvEiQ,,&typo=1
mailto:eayto@cmst.co.uk









