Portheven School Yearly English Overview
Respectful Communicators

Stage Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Nursery | In the nursery, we celebrate the magic of books and stories, helping children discover the joy of words and language. By implementing a love for reading early on, we open doors to
new ideas, expand vocabulary and spark imagination. Storytime is central to our day, offering children the freedom to choose their own books and empowering them to explore
what excites them most. Through playful, engaging activities, we introduce children to a wide variety of words and sounds, helping them build a strong foundation for language
development. Whether it's through story time, singing rhymes, or conversations, we encourage curiosity and communication; speaking and listening. Books and storytelling play a

central role in our daily routines, offering moments of quiet reflection and joyful discovery.
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In the Early Years, children build upon preschool reading skills. They start blending letter sounds to read simple words and explore levelled books. Teachers use phonics and sight
words to enhance their reading abilities. Reading for pleasure is encouraged by introducing captivating storybooks and interactive activities that make books enjoyable and
exciting. This early positive reading experience lays the foundation for a lifelong love of literature.
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In Year 1, reading skills continue to evolve. Children expand their phonics knowledge using RWI Phonics and begin to read more complex books with guidance. Reading
sessions and interactive activities enhance comprehension. This year marks the transition from early phonics-based reading to more independent reading. Teachers
foster a love for books, encouraging children to explore different genres and develop fluency. Year 1 sets the stage for a lifelong reading journey.

Year 1 promotes cross-curricular reading in early education. It integrates books from all subjects, enhancing learning through stories and non-fiction texts. Each half-
term, books are selected that will focus on building upon the essential knowledge taught, as well as introduce future links to learning.
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In Year 2, reading skills continue to develop. Children build upon their phonics knowledge and begin to read more independently. They encounter a wider variety of
texts, from fiction to non-fiction, enhancing comprehension. Year 2 learners work on fluency and expression in their reading, delving deeper into the meaning of texts
and discussing them in more detail. Teachers continue to nurture a love for reading, guiding students toward more complex books, and further solidifying their
foundation for literacy and critical thinking. Year 2’s half-termly books introduce chapter books.
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In Year 3, reading takes a significant step forward. Students transition from learning to read to reading to learn. They solidify their phonics skills and
increasingly focus on comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking. Year 3 learners tackle longer and more complex texts, both in fiction and non-fiction, to

deepen their understanding. They also begin to explore a variety of literary genres, enhancing their exposure to different writing styles. Reading and
independent analysis become more prominent, fostering independent thinking and literary appreciation.
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In Year 4, fostering a love for reading is vital. Children explore a diverse selection of books and genres for pleasure. They discuss narratives, and discover authors they
adore, instilling a lifelong passion for reading and expanding their imaginations through the joy of books. Reading progresses to a more advanced level. Students further
enhance their comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills by reading a wide range of texts. They explore more complex fiction and non-fiction, focusing on
deeper analysis and interpretation. This stage lays the foundation for developing advanced reading abilities and a lifelong appreciation for literature.
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In Year 5, children independently explore a wide range of literature where reading becomes more sophisticated. Students refine their comprehension skills, delve into
complex texts, and analyse narratives with depth. They read a variety of genres, from historical fiction to classics and contemporary works, expanding their literary
horizons. Critical thinking and discussion play a crucial role, as they engage in literary debates.
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In Year 6, reading for pleasure remains essential. They participate in reading challenges, book reviews, and discussions, promoting a genuine love for reading. By
this stage, they have developed strong comprehension and analytical skills, and reading for pleasure becomes a means to enhance their creativity and critical
thinking while appreciating the art of storytelling and the writer's craft.




