
Friday 10th November 2023 

Porthleven School & Pre-School  

Newsletter 

Dear Parent and Carers 

This week I would like to share with you the Nursery’s fantastic day out to Helston. Staff and children took the bus to Helston, which 

for some children was their first time travelling on public transport. Next stop was Helston’s library, where children looked through 

picture books, learnt how it was organised and staff were able to share lots of stories. A short walk down to the sweet shop was 

taken to where the children were going to learn the important math skills of spending money, counting out coins in return for 

sweets. The children even had time to have a snack at the boating lake and work on their physical development at the park. 

Throughout the day children were encouraged to communicate, develop their curiosity of the world, and do things that are different 

to the everyday routines they are used to. These positive early childhood experiences are so important in setting a child on the path 

to success and they are generally the ones that children will remember for a long time to come.  

Have a good weekend, 

Dan Clayden  

Acting Head of School  

Class  
Attendance 

This week  
Late Marks 

Rainbowfish—YR 93.87 2 

Seahorses—Y1 94.84 16 

Jellyfish—Y2 95.79 3 

Narwhals—Y3 97.32 2 

Swordfish—Y4 92.59 1 

Manta Rays—Y5 97.10 2 

Dolphins—Y6 98.41 2 

WHOLE SCHOOL 95.70 27 

Running Totals This Term 

 

Cookworthy: 3 

Penrose: 7 

Gibson: 6 

Methleigh: 5 

 

Our winners this week are the 

 METHLEIGH TEAM! 

Well done!
Well done to Narwhals class for the 

best attendance this week!  



This week we hear from Mrs Blandford and 
Mrs Wood! 

Year 2 have had a great start to the new 
half term. They are excited to be learning 

some football skills in PE and did a great job learning to dribble the ball this 
week. They even dribbled the ball in and out of each other’s legs as an extra 
challenge.  

 

In history we have started a new topic comparing toys from the 1960’s to those we have 
today. So far we have been learning about significant events in the 1960’s such as the moon 
landing, England winning the world cup and the introduction of colour TVs. The children 
enjoyed discussing the various photographs and ordering them on a timeline. Next week we 
will begin looking at old toys and comparing them to the toys we have today. In order to do 
this we would like to use toy catalogues to cut out pictures of new toys. If you have any at 
home from toy stores or supermarkets or could collect some over the weekend ready for 
next week then we would be very grateful.  

 

In literacy the children wrote firework poems last week and 
have used their best handwriting skills to write them up very 
neatly, I’m sure you will enjoy looking at these at parents 
evening.  

This week we hear from Mr Goward! 

 

This week Swordfish Class were lucky enough to have a 
visit from the Kernow King (sometimes known as Ed) who 
spoke to us about mining and a brief history of Cornish 
mining. We played a really exciting board game that had us competing in teams to move 
through mine shafts, avoiding dangerous falls and finding ladders for quick escapes. The 
game brought out our competitive fires – 
maybe a little too much at times! After 
that, the whole of KS2 were treated to 
an assembly/show from the Kernow King 
and friends, which was in one word 
explosive! Thanks so much to Ed and co. 
for the exciting afternoon. It was 
interesting to learn new facts about 
Cornwall’s history and mining in general. 



 

  

Below is our weekly progression 
for each class! 

Jellyfish: 1 

Narwhals: 1.8 

Swordfish: 1.5 

Manta Rays: 5.3 

Dolphins: 3.3 

Well done to Manta Rays class 
for winning the Maths Whizz 

trophy this week! 

Jellyfish Narwhals Swordfish Manta Rays Dolphins 

Class Weekly Word Count 

20,697 187,107 94,333 128,714 142,648 

Highest Pupil Weekly Word Count 

Noah  

8,957  

Sam 

34, 474  

Edie 

33,469  

Joe 

53,758  

Annabelle 

52,780  

100% achievers – Who has achieved their target? 

 

Esmay, Evie, 
Gracie, Lily, 

Lydia  

  Annabelle  

KS1 Book of the week - Trumpet: The Little Elephant 
with a Big Temper 

Author: Jane Clarke        AR Book Level:  2.3 

It's Trumpet's birthday, but he is feeling rather out of 
sorts…. and soon a bit of bickering with his sister Tilly 
escalates into a giant tantrum! "Calm down, 
Trumpet!" everyone cautions him, and his 
mother teaches him to count to ten. 
Eventually, Trumpet manages to tame his 
temper. But when his mum loses her own 
temper, it's Trumpet and his friends who get 
the last laugh!  

KS2 Book of the week  –  Alex Sparrow and the Really 
Big Stink 

Author: Jennifer Killick, AR Book Level:  5.2 

Alex Sparrow is a super-agent in training. He is also a 
human lie detector. Working with Jess - who can 
communicate with animals - they must find out 
why their friends, and enemies, are all 
changing into polite and well-behaved pupils. 
And exactly who is behind it all.  



 

 

 

 

Anti – bullying week - Monday 13th - Friday 17th November.  

The theme is ‘Make A Noise About Bullying’. This Anti-Bullying Week we’ll 
have discussions about what bullying means to us, how banter can turn into 
something more hurtful, and what we can do to stop bullying. Together, we 
can make a difference and take a stand against bullying. From the playground 
to Parliament, and from our phones to our homes, we need to make a noise 
about bullying. 

Throughout the week, the children will have an assembly, listen to books and 
discuss their thoughts and feelings about the characters and their own views 
on bullying. They will also complete a kindness activity throughout the school.  

On Monday 13
th

 November,  we would encourage everyone to wear mismatched socks as a way of celebrating 
diversity and promoting inclusion. It is a reminder that being different is something to be proud of. 

Attendance and late arrival 

As a reminder, the expected attendance for a child is 95% or above. Please ensure all absences are emailed or left on 

the absence phoneline by 9am each day. 

Hair 

We would please encourage all children, if they have long hair, to ensure that it is tied back for school. This will help to 

reduce transmission headlice and also ensure that long hair does not get in the way of learning! Many thanks for your 

cooperation.  

Breaktime snacks 

We ask that children please have a healthy snack during break times and avoid snacking on items such as chocolate or 

crisps.  

Information sent home this week: 

•  

School Facebook 

Please follow the schools face book page for school updates - Porthleven School  

Porthleven PTA page is not run by the school, if you have any questions about school please ensure you send them to 

porthlevensecretary@croftymat.org or call the school office. 

 

National Child’s Measurement Program  Reception & Year 6 Wednesday 29th November 

Reception vision check on Wednesday 6th December 

The school nursing team will be in school soon to see Reception and Year 6 to take their measurements. 

Please find information below for each year group including how to opt out. 

Reception: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/child-health-programme-reception-year/   

Year 6: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/child-health-programme-year-6/   

If you would like an opt out form printed please let the school office know.  

 

Flu Vaccinations 

 

The school nursing team are due to visit your child’s school on Thursday 16th November 2023. In order to access the 

online consent form, please enter or click on the following link: https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU ENTER THE FULL UNIQUE SCHOOL REFERENCE CODE.  

The code for Porthleven school is: EE143996 

The vaccine is for children in Reception to year 6. 

https://healthycornwall.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e974b278b69956340dff4824a&id=1a42458e50&e=5578219357
https://healthycornwall.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e974b278b69956340dff4824a&id=68f83f5426&e=5578219357
https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu


 

 

Football league 

On Monday, a team of Year 5 and 6 children took part in the  
football league, competing against four other teams in dark, rainy conditions!  

They played brilliantly as a team, winning their first match 5-0 and then drawing on the 
subsequent three matches.  

Well done to all the players! 

Cross Country 

 
Cross country was at Mullion School this time we only had a few runners from Porthleven 

school but they all did amazing which will go towards the whole school total 



 

Date  Event 

Friday 10th November Sponsored fun run 

Monday 13th November Odd Socks Day 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th   Anti-Bullying week 

Wednesday 15th November Anti-Bullying awareness event at HCC 2.30-3.30pm 

Thursday 16th November Nasal Flu Immunisations year R – year 6 

Monday - Friday 20th—24th Parent meetings  

Wednesday 29th November Year 6 & Reception Height & Weight check 

Tuesday 5th December EYFS Nativity 1.30pm- more info to follow 

Tuesday 5th December KS1 Christmas play 5.30pm - more info to follow 

Wednesday 6th December Reception class vision check 

Wednesday 6th December Bags2School collection 

Wednesday 6th December EYFS Nativity 4.30pm - more info to follow 

Wednesday 6th December KS1 Christmas play 1.30pm - more info to follow 

Friday 8th December Whole school trip to the Hall for Cornwall for Peter Pan 

Thursday 14th December Christmas school Lunch 

Friday 15th December Christmas Fair - Volunteers needed 

Tuesday 19th December Last day of school 

Thursday 4th January INSET Day 

Friday 5th January First day of the Spring term 

Monday 19th February INSET Day 

Wednesday 8th May INSET Day 



 

Please find below each class link to book parents meetings for the week 

beginning Monday 20th November. 

 

There will be no after school clubs this week  

 

 

Seahorse 

https://forms.gle/1TwpyQfHCX2KRjJy9 

 

Jellyfish 

https://forms.gle/sVbDtPerAAHS9mVs7 

 

Narwhals 

https://forms.gle/R946tjMGSUUvf2Ah6 

 

Swordfish 

https://forms.gle/mBBTZajRYRPqVsnA6 

 

Manta Rays 

https://forms.gle/rqa3psv1Kf8VNBmg7 

 

Dolphins 

https://forms.gle/My3VcGGFC6UZmdTw5 

https://forms.gle/1TwpyQfHCX2KRjJy9
https://forms.gle/sVbDtPerAAHS9mVs7
https://forms.gle/R946tjMGSUUvf2Ah6
https://forms.gle/mBBTZajRYRPqVsnA6
https://forms.gle/rqa3psv1Kf8VNBmg7
https://forms.gle/rqa3psv1Kf8VNBmg7
https://forms.gle/My3VcGGFC6UZmdTw5


Online safety poster 






