
Dear Readers, 

We’ve had another wonderfully inspiring  end of the 

year, with many exciting things to celebrate reading, 

writing and poetry across the whole school!   

 

If you have anything you would like to add to the next 

newsletter, or if you want to be a reader in focus, then 

just contact Mrs. Figgins.   

 

Authors that Inspire Our Readers 

A highlight at the end of last term, was Michael Rosen 
Day in  November  — a national celebration dedicated 
to making reading, listening to and writing poetry fun 
and accessible for all with this year’s theme, “Funny 
Food: A Feast of Poems.” As part of the day, many 
classes created their own  poetry with creative 
activities, performing to one another and others. 
From the youngest children to the oldest: fun was had 
by all.  

Every classroom now features an author focus 
display, with focus posters and the book collections to 
complement the class reader and broaden children’s 
author experience. Our reading corners are very busy 
as the authors become a familiar part of daily learning 
and discussion. 

Pupils are also exploring their own voices as children 
as authors — with our enthusiastic young writers 
producing creative pieces that are proudly showcased 
around school.   

Finally, our librarians are now offering their services 
twice a week, inviting children to come and read 
together, chat about books and receive 
recommendations — a wonderful way to nurture 
reading for pleasure. 

Porthleven Reading:  

In Class and Beyond 
Spring Term 2026  



Mr. Goward is in the spotlight this term.  

 

Mr. Goward loves reading books that are often  curious and 

thoughtful, where stories are full of adventure. Many of his 

book choices contain brave characters and magical worlds. He 

often recognises classics and new titles , sharing his thoughts 

with children and adults around school.  

 

Mr. Goward has cheated a little, after he was asked to do a book 

recommendation. Here’s an author recommendation instead!  

Teacher Reader  

Recommends.  

When I was growing up, one of my earliest favourite authors was 
Phillip Pullman. I enjoyed his pace of plots, detailed descriptions 
and characters that were always a little rougher around the edges 
then other books I had read. His Sally Lockhart series, about a 
Victorian girl who solves crimes and investigates the disappearance 
of her father, were the first of his books to capture my attention. I 
had been learning about Victorian England in class and the books 
linked in perfectly!   

My favourite Pullman series, however, is His Dark materials – 
which are all available in the library (thanks Mrs Figgins!). These 
three books blew my mind when I first read them – and I’ve re-
read them at least five times since then. They feature an amazing 
main character called Lyra and her daemon Pan. In this world, 
people’s souls are attached to them outside their bodies, but in the 
form of a spirit animal. So they can talk to their inner souls – how 
cool is that? These books are dark, exciting, quick and fascinating. 
Pullman writes about religion and trickery with an interesting 
perspective, as well as how some people can use power against 
others unfairly.   

Just recently, he finished the next series related to Lyra and I 
think they’re just as good. Called the Book of Dust, this trilogy is a 
mixture of prequel (before His Dark Materials) and sequel (after) 
which leads to a fuller understanding of the world, its characters, 
and the story overall. Just like the main series, the Book of Dust is 
dark at times, always exciting, funny and heart-breaking.   

I really recommend all of his books to you – the fact that I am still 
reading him even now after all these years should be a sign of how 
talented he is!  



Inspired by Books  
Local Events.  



Helston Library.  

Why Read? 



 

Check out our School Padlet. 

Found on your child’s Google 
Classroom.  

Full of comments and updated 
weekly.   



 

 

What are our Class Readers? 
            

Chat to your child about them.   



 

What are our Class Readers? 
            

Chat to your child about them.   



Poetry Corner  

Matt Goodfellow is an award-winning poet from Manchester. 

He spent over ten years working as a primary school teacher 

before embarking on his poetry career. He is a National Poetry 

Day Ambassador and spends his time visiting schools, libraries 

and festivals where his inspiring performances and workshops 

open new doors to poetry for both children and adults.  


