
PE Days From November 
 

Reception - Monday 

Year 1 - Thursday 

Year 2 - Thursday 

Year 3 - Wednesday 

Year 4 - Wednesday 

Year 5 - Friday 

Year 6 - Friday (swimming) 

INSET Day  
Monday 5th January  
school closed to children. 

Friday 14th November 2025 

 Remembrance Day 
On Sunday, some of our pupils proudly took part in 
the local Remembrance Parade, laying a wreath on 

behalf of the school alongside Mr. Clayden. They 
represented our school beautifully—showing great 

respect, pride, and gratitude as they honoured those 
who have served and sacrificed for our country.  

In school on Tuesday, we continue to reflect on the 
importance of Remembrance Day. At 11am, pupils 
and staff joined together in a two-minute silence to 
give thanks and remember the bravery of all who 

have fought for our freedom. 

“At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning, we will remember them.”  









Porthleven Notices & Reminders 
 

 

 

Thank You from the LEGO Club!  

A huge thank you to everyone who donated cakes and 
to all who bought a treat at our LEGO Club Cake Sale. 
Your kindness and support helped us raise funds for 
our club, and we are incredibly grateful! 

The LEGO Club members are excited to put the 
money raised towards new resources and fun 
activities this year. Thank you for helping make it 
possible! 

Football News 

On Monday, some of our Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in a football tournament at Helston School, competing against 
schools from around Helston and the Lizard. Despite the weather not being on our side — with heavy rain and even 
hail at times — the children showed fantastic determination and team spirit throughout. 
 
Both teams gave it their all, finishing 10th and 4th overall. We’re incredibly proud of their effort, resilience, and 
sportsmanship! Well done, everyone!  



A huge well done to Kaylen, who took part in his 
first music festival last night in Camborne! He 
overcame his nerves to give a superb performance 
and was over the moon with how he played.  

! 

Fantastic Results at the Cornish Classic Championships! 
Last weekend, E competed at the Cornish Classic 
Championships held at Penryn Gymnastics Centre. She 
took part in the Zinc level and delivered an outstanding 
performance: 

• 3rd place – Floor 
 

• 3rd place – Vault 
 

• 2nd place – Bar 
 

• 2nd place overall 
•  
Congratulations to E on her fantastic achievements and 
for representing her club with such skill and 
determination! 



WELL DONE TO THIS WEEKS WINNERS – Penrose 

6 5 7 2 

This weeks winning 

class for attendance 

is 

(Year R) 

Rainbowfish 

 90.6 

100 

100 

98 

98 

97.4 

98.6 

This weeks whole school attendance is 97.82% 



Date  Event 

Tuesday 18th November Skipping Workshop - Whole School Wear PE Kit  

Tuesday 18th November Year 5 Trip 

Wednesday 19th November Reception trip 

Wednesday 19th November Swimming gala invited children only 

Friday 21st November Year 3 Trip 

Thursday 27th November Year 5 Trip 

Tuesday 9th December - 2pm 

Reception, year 1 & Year 2 Christmas Play  - More info on tickets to 
follow 

Wednesday 10th December - 2pm 

Wednesday 10th December - 5pm 

Friday 12th December Whole School Panto 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas meal day - create a party hat to wear at lunch 

Monday 5th January INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th—6th Feb Year 5 School Camp 

Monday 23rd February INSET Day 

Friday 8th May INSET Day 

Friday 5th June INSET Day 

Wednesday 10th—12th June Year 4 School Camp 

Thursday 25th—26th June Year 3 School Camp 

Monday 13th –17th July TBC Year 6 School Camp 

Wednesday 22nd  July Last day of Term 

Thursday 23rd July INSET Day 

Diary Dates 



Weekly Menus 
Please order on ParentPay 

















Attendance Information 

 

Here at Porthleven School we recognise that regular and punctual attendance is vitally important in helping children 
feel happy and settled at school. We want every child to feel welcomed and celebrated as part of our school com-
munity. Absence can affect friendships, confidence, and learning, whether this is for authorised (e.g. illness) or unau-
thorised reasons. We recognise that there are occasions when it is appropriate to authorise an absence, such as 
when a pupil is genuinely too ill to attend school. Please ensure you telephone the school to report your child’s 
absence if they are ill by 9am.  Most children’s attendance at this school is excellent. I would like to thank parents 
for their support in getting their children to school and informing us promptly when they are absent due to illness.  

 

I have included a diagram at the end of the letter, to try to illustrate how a few days here and there add up and can 
affect a child’s learning.  In most things in life, 90% is considered to be great, but unfortunately not when it comes to 
attendance!  Our target is 97%. Once a child is below 90% (equivalent to a day a fortnight) a child is considered a 
persistent absentee. It means that over a course of a year your child has missed roughly a month of education.  This 
can have a huge impact on their well-being and progress. It causes gaps in learning, knocks confidence and affects 
friendships. Any child with attendance below 90% is closely monitored. Please be aware we will be working closely 
with the Local Authority Education Welfare Team to ensure that no child is disadvantaged by poor attendance. Our 
Attendance Policy can be found on our website under policies. 

 

You are welcome to contact the school to discuss any concerns you may have or if you feel you would like advice or 
support in helping your child attend more regularly. We are committed to maximising the education of all our pupils 
and aim to work with parents and carers to ensure this can be achieved. 

 

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 
under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 
purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-
ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 
be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the ab-
sence.  A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw 
your child from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 
10 unauthorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty 
notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 
 

Porthleven School.  
Torleven Road                                       
Porthleven 

Helston  
Cornwall      TR13 9BX                    
Website: www.porthleven.cornwall.sch.uk 



If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Education Act 
1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 
444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if 
paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing a 
further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to 
be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second offence are 
issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

 Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

 

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because your 
child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the 
costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 444
(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. 
Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.  

 

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and to 
fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether 
they are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children 
Act 1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a 
person with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

 

If you have any questions or need support with attendance, please do not hesitate in contacting myself.  

 

  

Yours faithfully 

Mr D Clayden 

Headteacher 




