
Friday 12th September 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

A Warm Welcome Back!  

I hope you and your family enjoyed the summer break and managed to find some time to relax together. Even though the holidays now 
feel like a distant memory, we are delighted to have the children back in school, full of energy and ready for the year ahead.  

We were so proud of the effort, resilience and kindness shown by our pupils last year. Their achievements, both in and out of the class-
room, made a real difference to the life of our school. This year, we are excited to build on that success and continue to create an envi-
ronment where every child can thrive.  

Our Focus This Year  

At Porthleven, our priority remains to ensure that every child feels safe, respected and that they truly belong here. We are determined to 
provide a rich education that every pupil can access, enjoy and succeed in.  

For families who are new to us, The Porthleven Way underpins everything we do. It is our shared approach, rooted in the affirmations:  

• Feel Safe – physically and emotionally.  

• Belong – knowing you matter and will be missed when not here.  

• Responsible – taking ownership of learning, behaviour and relationships.  

• We Learn – a commitment to growth for both children and adults alike.  

• We Can – achieving more when we work together as a community.  

These values shape daily life at school and help us all to be the very best version of ourselves.  

Key Information for the Term Ahead  

Uniform: Please ensure children wear the correct school uniform each day. Full details are available on our website.  

School Day: The bell rings at 8:40am and the school day ends at 3:15pm. Punctuality helps set a positive tone for learning.  

PE Days: Children should come to school in PE kit on their PE or sports club days. This term’s schedule is on the following page. 

We will also be holding Meet the Teacher sessions next Wednesday after school. These provide an excellent opportunity to hear what the 
year has in store and to ask any questions.  

Staying Connected  

Good communication between home and school makes a huge difference. Teachers can be reached via their class email or through the 
school office, and our website and newsletters will keep you updated on upcoming trips, events and activities.  

Looking Forward  

This promises to be a year full of learning, discovery and memorable experiences. With your support, I know our children will continue to 
shine.  

Thank you, as always, for working in partnership with us. I look forward to greeting you at the school gate and sharing another exciting 
year together.  

 

Warm regards,  

Dan Clayden  
Headteacher  



Porthleven Notices & Reminders 
Class Open Doors – Wednesday After School 

This Wednesday, each class will have their door open to parents. 
It’s a great opportunity to: 

• Hear what the year has in store 
 

• Meet your child’s class teacher 
 

• Ask any questions you may have 
 
We look forward to welcoming you! 

 

PTA Meeting – Thursday 18th September 

We would love to invite all parents, both new and returning, to join us in the school hall on Thursday 18th September 
after school pick up.  
This will be a great opportunity to hear about this year’s PTA plans, share ideas, and look ahead to new events to help 
raise valuable funds for the school. 

Children are very welcome to come along – we’ll have colouring activities available to keep them busy while we talk.  

Your support makes a real difference, and we look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Bags2School Collection 

Don’t forget! Our next Bags2School collection is coming up. This is a great chance to have a clear-out at home while 
helping raise funds for our school. 

Please bring in any unwanted: 

• Adults’ and children’s clothing 
 

• Shoes (tied in pairs) 
 

• Hats, belts, handbags 
 

• Soft toys, bedding, curtains, towels 
 
Collection Date: Thursday 9th October 2025 
The more we collect, the more funds we raise – thank you for your support! 



Porthleven Notices & Reminders 
Online Games and Voice Chat 

As a reminder, most Xbox, PlayStation and Nintendo Switch – as well as many mobile games and apps – will now include 
‘chat rooms’ or open mic areas within their games. This has been popularised by Fortnite and Call of Duty, as well as 
games like Rocket League and Roblox. 

Unless you have explicitly changed settings, both on the game console settings AND the individual games’ settings, there 
will be full access to written and/or voice chat between your child and the other people playing the game. Settings can be 
selected that allow only friends to speak to or hear your child - or a blanket ‘muting’ of all other players so that they cannot 
be contacted. 

There are multiplayer aspects being included in single-player games more often now, including Nintendo games like Mario 
Kart and the new Donkey Kong. Many games now include features where other players can leave messages or voice notes 
that your child can access as they play. This is even happening in games when you have not paid for Xbox, PlayStation or 
Switch online membership. Again, checking both the console settings AND the individual games’ settings. You can select 
offline or muted options to prevent this from happening, as will disconnecting the console from your WiFi. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 

 

PE Days this term 

Reception - Monday 

Year 1 - Thursday 

Year 2 - Thursday 

Year 3 - Monday 

Year 4 - Wednesday 

Year 5 - Friday 

 

Parent Cycling from Lands End to John O’Groats  

Mr Reddan will be cycling from Land's End to John O'Groats with 3 friends (Matt Swain, Shaun Parker and Tim Burley), a 
distance of over 1,000 miles from the 12th September to the 25th September 2025. 

They all know each other through their collective time in the Royal Navy, 3 of them (Matt, Tim and Myself) have joined the 
Royal Navy Reserves after leaving the Royal Navy and Shaun is still serving. 

They are taking on this challenge because all of those taking part want to complete a challenge together. We are paying all 
of the costs involved so EVERY penny you donate will go to the Royal Navy and Royal Marine Charity. 
If you would like to donate please find the links below. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/shaunandtim-lejog-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/chris-reddan-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

 

 

Year 6 - Wednesdays 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justgiving.com%2fpage%2fshaunandtim-lejog-1%3futm_medium%3dFR%26utm_source%3dCL&c=E,1,nRTFYT71DF1i7fNyoEh3BLeAXiO_6nocXNvjNTb7NPUc9WRzKYmdN-sp18atCs-InWfxujpszobtnM24qFIFW6SxqgHLOT1vuHjZaWOmFW0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.justgiving.com%2fpage%2fchris-reddan-2%3futm_medium%3dFR%26utm_source%3dCL&c=E,1,IVyamo6yh1PxEC2jmUTvKT_5PdY9yclZ9nE2j5ZacnPDyJ8oSU1a6l3-GpCEp3SzRMReNaA0C5uagsF1FM8WiRQL7TR4AADGEKjd9axG&typo=1


Porthleven Notices & Reminders 
School Photos – Tuesday 16th September 

School photos will take place on Tuesday 16th September. 

• If you would like a sibling photo with a child who does not attend Porthleven School, please complete the form 
using the link below and arrive at school for 8:30am. https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/gm2jbyAnxL  
 
• Please ensure you have completed your photo consent form on Arbor. Without this permission, your child will not 
be able to have their photo taken. 

 
• All children will need to be in school uniform. If it is your child’s PE day, please send their PE kit in a clearly 
labelled bag. 

 
Thank you for your support in helping the morning run smoothly! 

 

 

Cross Country – Tuesday 16th September 

We’re excited to let you know the Cross Country League is starting soon – a great chance for children to stay active, 
support the school, and enjoy friendly competition. 

• KS1: 4 races (500m each, non-competitive) 
 

• KS2: 6 races (competitive or just for fun – Race 4 is a Peninsula qualifier) 
 

• Fun Run: Open to all! 
 

• Start time: 4:00pm (please don’t arrive before 3:45pm) 
 
 Prizes include: endurance medals, top 3 medals per age group, school trophies, and raffle tickets for every runner. 

First Race: Tuesday 16th September – Helston South Site, 4pm 
Children may wear their PE kit to school on cross country days. 

Please complete the form to let us know you’re joining: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/xWRgsrmdi7 

Let’s get as many runners as possible out on the course – every runner earns points for our school! 
 
 

 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/gm2jbyAnxL
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/xWRgsrmdi7


 
Reporting Absence 

If your child is absent from school, please telephone and email the school office by 8:45am to let us know. 

• For planned absences, an absence request form must be completed in advance (available from the school office). 
 

• A reason must be provided for all absences. 
 
Thank you for helping us keep our records accurate and up to date. 
 
As a reminder to parents about attendance 
 
If you book a holiday in term time which is 5 days or more, and is not approved as an exceptional 
circumstance, our policy - in line with DFE guidance, is to refer this to the local authority for a fine to 
be issued. Please also be aware that schools need to consider fining if a child has 10 unauthorised 
sessions in a rolling 10 week period. Please do contact the school if you have further questions. 

 

 

Google Classrooms Update 

Our Google Classrooms have been updated this year to follow the school email system. 

• Children’s Google accounts now end with @ple.croftymat.org 
 

• Passwords remain the same – only the username has changed 
 

• On Monday, a copy of your child’s username and password will be sent home as a reminder 
 

• Reception pupils will also receive their account details 
 
Thank you for supporting your child with online learning. 

 

Lego League 

We’re excited to be running the Lego League again this year! 

• Mrs Blight will be holding an assembly on Monday for Years 4, 5 & 6 to introduce this year’s season: “Unearthed.” 
 

• Lego League isn’t just about building Lego – children will also code, research, and present a project to a panel of 
judges. 

 
• Team selection will be based on teamwork, contribution, and commitment from the 15 children in the club. Only 
10 children can be selected for the team at the competition. 
 

We look forward to seeing our young innovators application forms for Lego Club. The application form will be sent out 
after the assembly.  

Porthleven Notices & Reminders 





Date  Event 

Tuesday 16th September School Photos 

27th—31st October Half term 

Monday 3rd November INSET Day 

Friday 12th December Whole School Panto 

Monday 5th January INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th—6th Feb Year 5 School Camp 

Monday 23rd February INSET Day 

Friday 8th May INSET Day 

Friday 5th June INSET Day 

Wednesday 10th—12th June Year 4 School Camp 

Thursday 25th—26th June Year 3 School Camp 

Monday 13th –17th July TBC Year 6 School Camp 

Wednesday 22nd  July Last day of Term 

Thursday 23rd July INSET Day 

  

  

Diary Dates 





Next Week’s Menu 




